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Welcome, everyone. Thank you for being here today as we gather to honor and remember Dick Werner.. As we join together in the Will Ridge Park we are reminded of the founder of Lake George Conservation Club and all those who like Dick gave immeasurable hours of service to preserving Lake George and build community among its resident. This bench will serve as a permanent place of rest, reflection, and connection for our community."

Tribute
Dick wore many hats in our Lake community always showing his love and appreciation for our natural setting and finding many ways to share his talents.  I don't think there was ever a LGCC picnic without Dick generously arranging for food and
 food service supplies.  His stellar business networks were a much-appreciated resource for our volunteer community group. 
 
He served on the establishing committee for the Lake George Improvement district, was elected the organizations first treasurer and served faithfully for 15 years before his retirement from the board in 2023.   His business experiences were invaluable as the LGID board worked through financial policies and procedures to meet governing requirements.

Dick and I shared our love for the MN State Fair where we both worked for over 40 years--he as owner/manager of the Frontier Saloon while my role was with the 4-H Department.   

I'd like to close with the poem "Life Well Lived." that I believe reflects Dick's life as we knew him.


A life well lived is a precious gift
Of hope and strength and grace,
From someone who has made our world
A brighter, better place
It’s filled with moments, sweet and sad
With smiles and sometimes tears,
With friendships formed and good times shared
And laughter through the years.
A life well lived is a legacy
Of joy and pride and pleasure,
A living, lasting memory
Our grateful hearts will treasure

- Author Unknown


Unveiling

	To formally dedicate this bench, I'd like to thank the LGCC for sharing in the cost, the City of Oak Grove and the Public Works Department for approving the site, ordering and installing the bench.  The inscription on the plaque reads,"____________________-__________________________________.


Closing
Thank you all for being part of this dedication and for keeping [Name]'s memory so vibrantly alive in your hearts. I invite you all to take a moment to sit on the bench, reflect on the good times we shared, and perhaps take a moment to enjoy the view





